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nerve trunks of the right arm and right leg and the muscles 
of all four extremities. 

There was secondary degeneration of the corresponding 
pyramidal tract, but no evidence whatsoever of implication 
of the ganglion cells in the anterior horn or of the peripheral 
nerve roots. The muscles, however, were found to be in 
a condition of simple atrophy, due to the loss of trophic in¬ 
fluence from the brain, or, in other words, cerebral amyo¬ 
trophy. W. M. L. 

SARCOMA OF THE CORPUS CALLOSUM. 

Dr. C. A. Oliver (British Med. Jour., July 11, 1891), 
relates the case of a woman who suffered from visual failure, 
followed by anosmia, perverted taste, illusions and hallu¬ 
cinations. She died comatose three years and a half from 
the commencementof theillness. A spindle-celled sarcoma 
sprang from the knee of the corpus callosum, separating the 
uncinate gyri and pressing on the temporal lobes. 

A. F. 

VAGUS NEUROSIS. 

Dr. Bremer (British Med. Jour.' July n, 1891) reports 
the case of a girl with neurotic ancestry, who four years 
after having measles suffered daily paroxysms of epigastric 
pain. This suddenly ceased, when her breathing became 
slow, 8 to 12 per minute, and laborious. Physical exertion 
caused great dyspnoea. After taking strychnine for a time, 
followed by quebracho for several months, the respirations 
became normal. A. F. 


INSANITY IN TWINS. 

Dr. Wm. Worcester (British Medical Journal, July n, 
1891) records a case of insanity occurring in twins at the 
same time, at about the age of 26. They had always been 
intellectually weak and both died of phthisis. A. F. 

CRANIECTOMY IN MICROCEPHALY. 

Victor Horsley (British Medical Journal, September 
12, 1891) reports two cases in which the operation was 
performed, one being followed by marked improvement, the 
other ending fatally, from too extensive interference being 
made. His experience of but two cases will not justify any 
dogmatic statement, but from collation ofpublished instances 
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he is convinced that it should be carried outin all cases, inas¬ 
much as the condition is otherwise without hope, and inter¬ 
ference has secured notable improvement. There are risks 
to be guarded against, but these can be avoided by limita¬ 
tion of the extent of the operation undertaken at the time. 

A. F. 

RETURN OF KNEE-JERKS AFTER HEMI¬ 
PLEGIA IN A TABETIC. 

J. Hughlings Jackson (British Medical Journal, July 11, 
1891) reports the case of a man, aged 49, with syphilitic 
history, who had been tabetic about twelve years, when he 
was attacked twice with hemiplegia on the right side. 
Forty-seven days after the onset of the second attack the 
knee-jerk, which had previously been absent, returned on 
the right side. Afterwards it was noticed that on the left 
side it could also be elicited, but with difficulty. The 
hemiplegia was not considered to be a tabetic symptom. 
The author presumes that the return of the knee-jerk was 
contemporaneous with the establishment of sclerosis of 
fibres of the pyramidal tract in the bundle of deep fibres of 
the lateral column. Before the lateral sclerosis was well 
established, it may be that from the sclerosis of the poste¬ 
rior columns there were too few fibres left intact in those 
columns for strong enough impulses to act upon the ante¬ 
rior horns concerned, so as to produce the jerk. Upon the 
ensuing of lateral sclerosis, the anterior horns became more 
excitable. Thus it may be that, after this change in the 
horns, the few fibres left intact in the posterior columns 
were sufficient for action on the horns so that the jerk 
could be elicited. A. F. 

RESPONSES TO THE ALTERNATING GALVANIC 
CURRENT IN NORMAL AND DEGENERATE 
MUSCLES. 

A paper by M. A. Starr, M.D., and C. I. Young, A.B. 
(Am. Jour, of the Med. Sciences, Oct. 1891), contains the 
results of researches made by the latter upon the muscles 
of his own person. He shows that the length and duration 
of stimulus required to cause contraction in a paralyzed 
muscle varies in accordance with the degree of progress 
toward recovery; also with the subjective feeling of 
strength; and also in dependence upon the use of strychnine 



